Flame red Barracuda rmow,
packs a Keisler 5-spadd, 360,
crate mplor = warmed up fo =
ovar the 300 ponies. TTT »
headers handle exhausl.
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MODIFIEDS

i CAR FROM

NCLI

The !Ong r'aad to poanycar would have donea, since the kid just

wanted something different from all his

resto-mddjng a frends’ rice bumers. Uncle Frank, as it tums

out, had never owned a Mopar or any
196? Barracuda_ sportly Amarncan car himsalf. Ha'd spant
many years collecting and restonng Lotus
Elans, a car you may remember from the
1860s Brtish TV show “Tha Avengars”, if
By Jim Koscs only because of its sexy driver, M. Paal,
Photos by Bill Erdmon played by Diana Rigg.
The Barracuda was in very good
condition, showing just aboul thres inchas
¢ should all have an uncie like of rust on the [ower rear quarters, The
Frank Filicicchia. When ha original 273 2-barrel had over 100,000 miles
spolted a primo 1967 on it, but started nght up. Misbehaving
Barrncuda convertible for sale  interior and ecdenor lights hinted at some
In'a Marietta, Georgia, gas station, he electrical gramiling, but Frank figured his
negatiated a deal with the widow of the nephaw could leam a thing or two working
car's ongnal owner—and then on the car. He towed it to Chicago and
promptly offered the car to an 18- mada tha ki promisa two tmng:'.—dm't
year-old naphaw in Chicago, And  drive it in snow and offer it back to Uncle
than he promptly kicked himself  Frank if he decided o sall
for o year, A yoar later, the kid got tired of dumping
Frank had bean on the manay into tha car and called Uncle Frank,
loakout for a solid ponycar for  who laft for Chicago that night with a trailer, |
the Kid, who was finding slim arrhving 1o pick up the car at Seven tha mad
plckings i windy, snowy, marning. He'd had a yaar to think about
salted-road Chicago. Any old what he'd do If he ever got the car back, so
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THE CAR FROM UNCLE

Chassis mods include 74 K-frame,
custom rear springs, "92 torsion bars, 1-
1/8" swaybar, frame connecfors and
power disc brakes.

whan he did, he immediately astarted resto-
rodding it

Frank says restoring a couple of Lotus
Elans gave him the experience 10 do maat
of tha work himsail. Heck, if you can restore
a funny forsign job like a Lotus, you could
probably build your own moon rocket. Frank
siripped the car to a bare shell and had the
whaola thing madia-blasted inside and out to
bare metal. He aiso had the car primed in
PPG DPS90 epoxy primer to protect the bare
metal surfaces,

Then he wenl parts hunting, Some good
luick brought him a never-installad 300-
horsepower 380 Magnum crate motor for
just 51.800, and he alroacy had a set of

ceramic-coated 340 HiPo exhaust mani-
foids. Frank took the motor to Ray Barion's
in Pennsylvania, bacause apparently nobody
in Atlanta had an enging dyno that would
accepl a small block Mopar. Onca a
dafective dmsinbutor was replaced, the
motor made 297 horsapower and 411 1o, fit

ol torqua, but Frank didn’t like the way it
idiad —too smooth. So he had Hughes
Engmes whip up a cam grind that would
Hven up the idlke while boosting horsapoiwar
and torgue, but stil provide snough vasuum
for power brakes and the AC that he was
planning on instaliing later



Hughes custom-ground a hydmulic roller
cam with substantially more lift and
duration, but with a 108-dagres centorfing
that gave tha anging planty of low and
midrange tomue, substantially more
horsepower, and still produced 15 inches of
vacuum af idia.

By this time, Frank figured ha might as
wedl uncork some mane power by installing
TT headars, which ha bought from Famous
Frank's Parformance Parts—which k8 him.
As It turns out, he's a dealer for TT1—along
with about 35 other suppliers. It's a
business he started eight years ago when
his search for rane Lotus Elan interior parts
(iterally all of them) lad him to make his
own="with the company's official blessing.
na less. These are not skills learned from his
day job. which is salling |1BM sarvers and
software.

Uncle Frank also went the TTI 2.5-inch
exhaust pipes and H pipe. opting for
DynoMax Ulrafiow mufflers. Later, when he
saw parformance tests of the X pipe, he
installed it instead of the H pipe. (You may |
have heard the O pipe was a total failure.)

Frank hated to have the 1967-style
mctangular tips sticking out of half-moon
shaped cutouls, so he fabricated copées of
the 1868 model's outlets. A friend with a
1968 Fommuila S ket him take all the valance
opaning measurements from his car. He
wrapped the openings in Saran Wrap and
ingariad modeling clay to make a mold of
the openings, Then ha baked the clay and
used the maasurements and molds to |
fabricate new taipipa tip openings.

Accustomed fo the handling reflexes of a
1,300-pound Lotus, Frank rightly figured the
Barracuda could use some chassis
tweaking. He swapped in a K-member from
a 1874 Dart that would allow the use of
spool-type mator mounts and the thru-bolt
idlgr arm, and then instalied a 1-1/8 front
sway bar along with 1974 front singla-piston
disc brakes, a new masier cylinder and
power brake unit. The 0.82° torsion bars
along with new KYR gas shocks improva
handling.

Now dealing with about double-the nat
horsepower of the original motor, Frank
instaliad n rebuilt 8-3/4" A-Body rear end to
replace the 7-1/4" onginal and then filked it
with . 3:55 Sune-Grip. Tha rear axles cams
out of an early 1870s Dodge truck and wera
rebuilt and shortenad by Moser Enginesring.

MNew six-leal HD rear springs from Detroit
Spring have been re-arched for a one-inch
drop, and poly bushings wame usad
throughout the front and rear suspension.
Bigger rolling stock was & given, bul Frank
didn't want to go overboard. He also wanted
1o keap it *in the family,” 50 ha went with a
sat of Dodge Mirada 15x7 alloy wheels and
wrapped them with Michalin XPGT 21580
RA15 tires,

Meanwhile, Frank discovered that the
shop he'd hired o do the body prep and
paint wasnt doing much more than sending
an occasional bill. So he hauled the

Plaase turn to page 82






