The legend lives on.

By Jim Koscs

sel| his car 1o a non-Shelby

enthusiast. This is perfeat
testimony to the strength, importance
and vitality not anly of the Shelby
hobby, but of the Shelby mystigue

The Shelby mystique is all but
impossible to put into words for non-
enthusiasts, For them, il is much
easier to dismiss the cars simply as
striped Mustangs with powerful
molors than 1o look beyond the
production and performance figures
to see what it is that makes them
modern classics.

Want 1o gain a real understanding
of the Shelby mystigue? Go see itin
actlon. Each year, the Shelby faithiul
gather al a race track for the annual
Shelby American Automobile Glub
Mational Convention. This years
Mecca for Shalby enthusiasts will be
Sears Foint International Raceway in
Sonoma, Calitornia, Jduly 1-4

Al Sears Point, just as at every
SAAC Mational Convenlion, you can
see hundreds of Shelbys, including
Mustangs and Cobras, and other
high-performance Ford cars. And
they won't all be there |ust to soak up
the sun while car show judges
serulinize engine compartments and
tallpipe extensions. Many will make |1
onto the track, with their owners’
right feet mashed to the floors,

For some other classic high-
perlormance cars, {inancial worth has
apparently overtaken performance
heritage &% the source of legend or
mystigue. But a Shelby owner seems
much more interested In @lling you
about his car's best quarter mila ET
or top end than how much he could
sall it for, Maybe that's why the
Shelby name ramains synonymous
for high performance and driving fun

The cars featured in this special

I tis rare thal a Shelby owner will

section all have one thing in
cammaon-=—they're driven whenever
their ownears have the time. The 'G5,
in fact, is a dajly driver thal seas
about 10,000 miles a year! Threa of
the cars have besn modified for
better performance, something that is
strictly taboo with some other classic

high-performance cars. One car was
rescued from the throes of rust and
decay to uphold the Shelby and Ford
names on the drag strip.

Thanks to cars like this and the
people who own them, the legend
does more than survive—it gets
sironger every day. L]




SPECIAL SECTION

427 powered ‘67
GT 500 isn’t out to
fool people—just
blow their minds.

eorge Porubsk: will be the

first to admit that the dual

quad 427 lurking beneath
the hood of his "67 Shelby GT-500 is
nat ariginal He boughi the car eight
yedrs ago and replaced the dual guad
428 with a 427 medium risar. Simple
as that

Or s 7 It's not unheard of {or
some GT-500 owners to pull the
same swap., Getting them (o admit it
is a different story. Most wan't,
preferring o have people believe the
car came that way.

Previously, the number of original,
Shelby=built GT-500s was put as high
as 50, Howevear, the latest research
by the Shelby Amearican Automaobile
Club indicates the actual number is

ng more than 10" This doean't
include the many dealer conversions
This new information should spark
some interesting debates at this
yaar's SAAC Mational Convention if,
say,. 20 or s0 427-powared GT-5003
show Up,. with all the ownars claiming
to have the real thing

George didn't swap engines as.an
attemp! to fool anybody or drive up
his car's value. A hardcore high
performance Ford enthusiast, he
installed the motor for power, plain
and simple, The figures speak lor
themselves: a 12.9 second quarter
mile ET on stresl lires (no traction,
folks) and a 144 mph top speed (with
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